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Mission Statement 

The mission of the Texas County Coroner's office is to provide a thorough and 
unbiased death investigation for all deaths occurring or originating in Texas County. 
The coroner is on call 24 hours a day, every day of the year and is fully accountable 

to the citizens of Texas County. An essential part of the coroner's duties includes 
being accessible to family members of the deceased, assisting them not only at the 
time of death, but in the months following for any matters that may arise. Forensic 
sciences are ever evolving, and continuing education is an absolute necessity. The 
Texas County Coroners Office seeks out education opportunities each year to bring 

the latest information in the forensic community back to ours. 

The Coroner serves the jurisdictional region of Texas County, covering 1,179 square 
miles, and a population of 25,735 as of the 2017 census. The jurisdictional 

area includes the South Central Correctional Center in Licking.

Deaths shall be reported and investigated by the coroner when any person dies as a 
result of: Violence by homicide, suicide, or accident; Criminal abortion, including 
those self-induced; some unforeseen sudden occurrence and the deceased had not 
been attended by a physician during the thirty-six hour period preceding the death; in 
any unusual or suspicious manner; any injury or illness while in custody of the law or 
while an inmate in a public institution;the death of a child under the age of eighteen 
years old, and eligible to receive a certificate of live birth; any resident of a residential 
care facility who dies at the facility; and when death occurs outside a licensed health 
facility.



The Office of the County Coroner is established by the Constitution of the 
State of Missouri.  The Coroner is elected to serve by the citizens of 
Texas County for a term of 4 years.

The Coroner’s Office is a separate and independent division of the Texas 
County Government and is funded through the Texas County General 
Fund.

The Coroner recognizes the tragedy surrounding an untimely death and 
performs investigations, in part, to assist the grieving family who are often 
seeking answers as to cause and manner of death.  A complete forensic 
investigation provides for the expeditious settling of insurance claims and 
estates, as well the implementation of civil and criminal actions.  
Questions which seem irrelevant in the initial hours after death can 
become significant in the following months.  The surviving family and 
general public can have the peace of mind that a complete investigation 
was done.

The Coroner works in cooperation with the law enforcement community, 
but conducts a separate and unbiased investigation.

Although criminal death investigations constitute a small portion of deaths 
investigated by the Coroner, these deaths are studied in great detail 
because of the issues and legal consequences involved.  In this way, the 
criminal justice system is offered the best support.  The public health 
dimension of the Coroner’s function is designed to isolate and identify 
causes of sudden unexpected death.

Role of the coroner



Duties of the coroner 
The Coroner’s Office is a statutory office, which is mandated to establish the 

cause and manner of death. The manner of death refers to the circumstances in 
which the cause of death arose (suicide, natural causes, accident and homicide). 

Other Duties

Operate efficient Coroner’s Office

Prepare a budget for income and expenditures

To be Conservator of Peace (throughout his/her county)

To execute process when the Sheriff is disqualified (when sheriff is a party)

To perform duties of Sheriff when office is vacant (by death or otherwise)

To hold Coroner’s Inquest/Coroner’s Jury

To issue Warrant to Summon Coroner’s Jury (Coroner Inquest)

Coroner to administer oath to jurors

Coroner to issue subpoenas (witnesses)

Order postmortem examination (autopsy)

Certify cause and manner of death (death certificate)

Order blood sample test for alcohol and drug content (all motor vehicle fatalities)

Report toxicology results in writing to Missouri State Highway Patrol

Procure organ donations (procurement of cadaver organ and tissue donation)



Coroner Goals 
The following goals for 2019 have been accomplished:

1. Coroner certified by American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigators.
2. Moswin radio access available to coroner for expedited response times.
3. Obtain new more efficient body cooler
4. Participate in the county-wide emergency management/disaster planning.
5. Upload digitized coroner records to secure database providing access to

the Texas County Sheriff's Department to aid in investigations.
6. Procured grants to enable expanded toxicology and investigation of

sudden, unexpected violent death.

2020 Goals

1. Obtain Texas County Coroner office accreditation by the American Board of
Medicolegal Death Investigators.

2. Continue to actively participate in emergency planning in conjunction with the
Emergency Managing Director, particularly in regard to mass fatality events or
deaths due to contagious disease.

3. Continue to pursue grant oportunities with priority of funding for toxicology and
a digital x-ray machine minimize autopsy expense.



2019 cases

239

81

134

4

Total cases:  

Scene responses:  

Hospice/NH:

Autopsied cases: 

Toxicology cases:  22

Deceased transports: 34

Morgue used:  2

External exams: 77

Donor referrals:   8 

Organ Donors: 1 

Tissue Donors: 4 

Whole Body Donors: 1 

Exhumations:  0 

Unidentified:  0

Unclaimed: 1 

Manners of death: 

Natural  216

Accidental: 16

Homicide: 3

Suicide:  4

Undetermined: 0

2019 was the second highest case load in history for

the Texas county coroner's office.
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2019 Homicides



2019 Accidental Death

Overdose by drug type Crash by conveyance type




